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}Tonightõs Agenda

}We will go over the structure of the site

} Learn a little about the types of content available

} Learn a little about the types of access available

}See how we can change our account information and control 

how we are notified about new content available

}Discuss the groups functionality

}Discover Events, Signups, and RSVPs

} Introduce the photo gallery

}We will learn about the forums and how to create topics and 

provide responses



Introduction
} The Chapter Y website can be static and contain basic information or it can be an 

online community that helps us stay connected. The choice is ours. The effort is 
ours.

} A website should always be evolving and the same is true for our website.  A key 
component of evolution is figuring out what we want and how to do what we want.

} As with most technology, there can be dozens of ways to accomplish the same thing 
and over time we will find òouró way of doing something through experimentation.

} Our website can do many things! We donõt have to do them all to be successful.

} Our site was created with Drupal, an open source content management platform 
(http://www.drupal.org).  As with all packaged software, it does what it does and 
that is all that it does.  J

} Tested with Internet Explorer, Firefox, and Safari browsers on Windows, Mac, and 
Linux

} Please send a private message to òCWM Eric Wó or use the Contact Forms to let me 
know when you find issues on the site.

} Current Issue ðneed feedback on Internet Explorer and the òslide-downó menus.

} And finally, I will try not to bore you too much tonight! 
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Types of Content
} Blog or Weblog 

} Articles tied to an individual person that are more personal in nature and show up on the front page

} Story 

} Articles whose content is site-wide and audience more general and show up on the front page

} Page

} Articles whose content is site-wide and audience more general but do NOT show up on the front page and 
are accessed from other links

} Book Page

} Same as a page except they can be organized into a hierarchical structure

} Event

} A date, time, and location specific item with optional signup and RSVP invitation capability

} Event with Volunteers

} Same as event but also allows people to signup for a specific time slot for the event

} Poll

} A question with multiple choice answers that people can vote for the answer they like

} Task 

} A to-do item that can be assigned and tracked to help collaborate on a group activity

} Userlink

} A link to any website that you can save for yourself or share with other Chapter Y members
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Site Structure

} Primary Menu
} Home ðtakes you to the òmainó or òhomeó page

} Stories ðtakes you to the òfrontó page of all articles that include stories, 
blogs, pages, and events (perhaps we should call it front page)

} Blogs ðshows a front page view of blogs only

} Forums ðshows you the discussion forums, chose a forum, then add a 
topic, or others can reply to your topic

} Events ðtakes you to the calendar view of chapter events and events for 
the groups you belong

} Pick-Up Rides ðlets you choose to see pick-up rides or organize your 
own (still under construction)

} Site Info ðan evolving òbookó of site how-to information

} Guestbook ða place for anonymous visitors to say hello to all of us

} Contact Us ða place for anonymous visitors to contact a chapter staff 
member
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Site Structure

}GWRRA Menu

} Located on the left-side of the page at the 
top

} Quick links to National, Appalachian Region, 
Virginia District, and Virginia Chapters

} Newsletters ðaccess to monthly 
newsletters

} Our Sponsors ða page for sponsor 
information (under construction)

} Top Notch Education ðquick link to a table 
of education events

} Help Wanted ðrequests for help from 
chapter members

} Join/Renew ðinformation and links to join

} Join Us Today!
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Site Structure
} Navigation Menu
} Located below the GWRRA menu on the left-side of 

the page

} Groups ða directory of available groups

} Content ðaccess content by type

} Recent Posts, Audio, Blogs, Books, Forums, Image 
Galleries, News Aggregator, Polls

} Create Content ðjust what is says J

} Forum Topic, Group, Image, Slideshow, Userlink

} Gallery ðphoto albums

} Locations ðfind content by location

} My Site

} My Points, Private Messages, My Buddylist, User List, 
Nudge List, Guestbooks, Invite Your Friends

} My Unread Items

} Past Programs

} Recipes

} My Account
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Site Structure
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Access Control
}There are multiple òtypesó of access available:
} Anonymous 
}Anyone viewing the site without logging in. Can see all òpublicó content but cannot 

contribute anything (read-only)

} Authenticated User
} The typical user of the site 

} Allows them to post comments

} Add discussion topics and responses to the forums

} Has a profile, buddies, and can send private messages

} Can see other users profile and contact information

} Content Creator
} Can create all content types, edit almost all content on the site

} Webmaster
} Can create, modify, and administer all types of content including user accounts

} Administrator
} Can administer everything on the site

}We can add additional types of access over timeé 
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My Account ðEdit
} Access from 

Navigation Menu

} Change your user 
name (donõt use and 
&), email address, 
password

} Upload a 100x100 
picture

} Set group e-mail 
settings

} Set your home 
òlocationó

} Enable / disable 
personal guestbook

} Private message 
notifications

} Setup a signature or 
tag-line like òI love 
my wing!ó
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My Account ðNotifications
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} Our website can notify you by email 
anytime new content is added. 

} Notifications are once per day and 
you can chose whether you want to 
know about new content and new 
comments separately.

} This feature will help you stay up to 
date with all the information and 
happenings related to our chapter. So 
try it out and let us know what you 
think!

} To enable notifications:

} Click on the "My account" link in 
your navigation menu on the left 
side

} At the top you will see tab that say 
"View", "Edit", "My notification 
settings", "RSVP", and "Track"

} Select the "My notification settings 
tab" and enable your notify status 
and press the "Save settings" button 
at the bottom

} That is all there is to it. You will now 
receive a once-a-day email with any 
new content, comments, or 
announcements!



Groups

} To subscribe to a group:
} Select "Groupsò from the Navigation menu at the top of the page

} You will see a list of groups displayed. Any group that allows open subscriptions, 
that you do not already belong to, will have a link that says "subscribe"

} Click on the "subscribe" link

} If this was a group with an òopen subscriptionó model, your membership was 
immediately accepted. Otherwise, your subscription will be accepted once the 
group owner is notified and accepts

Our website contains a "Group" feature that lets 
members organize themselves into sub-groups based on 
similar interests. A group member can post content that 
other group members would find interesting and keep 
that content restricted to that group only. This keeps 
the content from the general public and also from others 
who would rather not be bothered by topics they don't 
have an interest.

Groups support an open, moderated, and closed 
subscription model. For open groups, you subscription 
request will be immediately accepted. Moderated groups 
require the group's owner to accept your subscription 
request. Closed groups will only let the group owner 
change the member list.

Members of a group can also send an e-mail to all other 
members when they post content or even send a mass 
email to all members at once. This is just another feature 
that makes it easy for us all to stay in touch.
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Events, Signups and RSVPs
}Events are content with 

a start/end date and 
time, location,  time 
zone, and description

}Can see events as a list, 
calendar, or table

}Signups are a feature of 
events to notify the 
organizer that you will 
attend
}You must click the òSign 
up foró line to roll open

}RSVPs are a feature 
that allow you to 
òinviteó someone to an 
event and track their 
response
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Gallery

GWRRA Virginia Chapter Y -Website 

Introduction

14

}Chapter ride photos can 
be organized in albums 
and shared with 
everyone

}Personal photo albums 
allow all of us to share 
photos of our favorite 
rides

}Adding an album to a 
cart will allow you to 
download the entire 
album of pictures as a 
compressed òzipó file

}This area of the site still 
needs òtweakingó



Forums
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}Main part of site for 
members to contribute 
content (in other words, 
go here!)

}Organized by category 
containing topics of 
discussion and replies to 
those topics

} I will create a website 
question and answer 
area

}Please suggest other 
forum categories you 
would like



Forums ðAdd Topic
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} To add a topic to 
discuss, choose a forum 
(like òRide Ideasó)

}Click the òPost new 
forum topicó link to go 
to the Submit Forum 
topic page

} Type a subject and body 
for your topic and click 
the òSubmitó button

} Audience is used to 
RESTRICT the 
audience of your 
content. Donõt select 
an audience to make 
publicly available



Forums ðAdd Comment
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} To comment on an 
existing topic, select the 
topic from the list and at 
the bottom click on the 
òAdd new comment link

} Type a Subject and Body 
to your reply, click on the 
òPreview commentó 
button

} If it looks good, then 
scroll down and click the 
òPost commentó button

} Thatõs it!


