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        The month of May was gone in the blink of eye.  We celebrated our 

        25th  wedding anniversary; we sent our only son and last child  off 

        to Marine boot camp; Bill rode in the Virginia world record setting 

        IBAðRedWing19 ride.  And then - We closed out the month with 

       Rolling Thunder and an ERC course at NOVA in Sterling.   For those 

       of you who have never participated in Rolling Thunderðyouôve got 

       to go next year!!  To your left is a photo of the Marine who stands at 

       attention as all of the bikes turn right onto Constitution Avenue. He  

       salutes the entire parade of bikes.  As parents of a newly enlisted 

       boy at boot campðthis was one emotional moment for us.   With 

       Bill just having finished the Redwing 19 ride, we felt such pride and 

        camaraderie with our fellow riders; it is hard to explain.  Guess you 

had to be there.  Itôs part of our commitment as the Chapter CDôs this year to support as 

many military and 1st responder rides as possible.                                                                                                                            

 To that end, this past Saturday we joined 7 other Chapter Y riders for the Leesburg 

Police Poker Run.  We also saw that Chapter F, Chapter I, Chapter A and West VA Chapter A 

were well represented.  Congratulations too for all the Wingers who won door prizes.

 Please note that our Chapter meeting is one week early this month to give our ñdadsò 

a day to spend with families and families a day to spend with dad.  Just in case you need to 

ride that weekend however, we do have a trip planned to New Market.                                      

 While we have some just plain fun rides scheduled this month, most of our guest 

speakers and many of our newsletter articles this year have focused on group rides, touring, 

packing for long trips and of course the need for Monkey b powder ð  we do have Wing Ding 

in just about 3 weeks.  A long trip for most of us  and then in Augustðwe will do the 9-11 ride.                                                                                                        

 To our 2 new members this month, Matt and Jim ðwe say Welcome!! Youôve found a 

group that loves to ride.  From our planned trip to New Market on the  20th ð a short 170 

milesðto an evening pick up rideðthis is the group  that will ride with you.                                       

 Bill is leaving on Sunday, June  28th for Wing Ding. Thatôs  right after the Group Rid-

ing training class.  He wants to get in a few extra twisty trips before Tulsa.                                  

If anyone else would like to leave early ðplease just email Bill.  Susan will be                                       

taking the car a couple of days later.  Most of you know she had a major back                                            

surgery not quite a year ago and a trip half way across the U.S. isnôt for her                                              

just yet.  She is riding on a regular basis and is able to enjoy a full day but not                                                  

3 or more.  Needless to say, that also gives us some great packing ability for                                                   

the trip home.   Until next month ðkeep the shiny side up!    Bill & Susan  
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CHAPTER VA -Y WINS NEWSLETTER AWARD FOR MAY  - Kristen Weston , 
GWRRA VA District Newsletter Contest Coord., has announced that,  

Chapter VA -Y (Leesbur g), has won the VA District Newsletter Contest for 
May. VA -Y's Newsletter Editor is Beth Sutherland.  

 
óI WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THE LITTLE PEOPLEéò 

No, that isnôt righté 
ñYOU LIKE ME, YOU REALLY LIKE ME!!ò 

No, that was Sally Field  
VA -Y members! Your articles and input have put this newsletter in the winnerôs 
circle again.   Charlie, I said I had big shoes to fill when I took over the NE posi-
tion and I was right!   You set a high bar and I am proud that we are succeeding 

in reaching for it.  Thanks, Beth  

Next stopé the REGIONAL NEWSLETTER CONTEST!! 

mailto:talk2k@verizon.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter Directors - 
Bill & Susan Rodgers 
Bill: GWRRAVAYCD@gmail.com  
Susan: redwingrodgers@gmail.com 
703-729-0829 
 

Assistant Chapter Directors: 
Bill & Beth Sutherland  
easuth@verizon.net 
703-724-1873 
 

Chapter Couple of the Year: 
Bill & Claire Miller  
fltsurg@yahoo.com 
703-318-7979 
 

Chapter Treasurers: 
Tommy & Gayle Wilson  
t17wilson@comcast.net 
540-347-7456 
 

Chapter Educator:  
Wil Bell  
wil@wilbell.com  
703-723-6408 
 

Assistant Chapter Educator: 
John Howe 
John Howehoweclan15@msn.com 
703-961-1590 

 
 
 
Chapter Ride Coordinator:  
Bob Fennell 
Robert.fennell@att.net 
540-338-7764 
 

Chapter Webmaster:  
Eric Waller  
ericwaller@usn.net 
703-771-1041 
 

Chapter Newsletter Editor:  
Beth Sutherland 
easuth@verizon.net 
703-724-1873 
 

Chapter Scheduler:  
Dave Sopsick 
sopsick@gmail.com 
540-338-2522 
 

Chapter Data Keeper:  
Bob Sturm 
Rsturm@cox.net 
703-793-9064 

--- VA Chapter Y Leaders --- 
Contact Information  

Chapter Y Mailing Address: 
GWRRA Chapter Y CD 

44012 Pandora Ct 
Ashburn, VA 20147 

--Other Important Numbers ä 

Shenandoah Honda  

2098 Berryville Pike 
Winchester VA 22602 

Phone: 540.678.8500  

Fax: 540.678.0874 

Toll Free Phone: 800.276.2036 

Loudoun MotorSports & 

Power Equipment  

212 Catoctin Circle SE 

Leesburg VA 20175  

Phone: (703) 777 -1652 

Fax: (703) 777-1925 
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THE BLUE RIDGE WINGS ARE FRIENDS FOR FUN, 

SAFETY,  KNOWLEDGE, AND GREAT RIDES! 

Chapter Yôs Vision 
To provide the best motorcycle riding and Gold Wing and Valkyrie ownership 

experiences for friends having fun, riding safely, and pursuing motorcycling 

knowledge through a vigorous team riding schedule on great rides; through local 

access to top-notch education programs; through pride in our organization,  

socializing among members, and networking in the community; and through  

understanding and mutual respect. 

 

Chapter 5-year Strategic Plan 
Continue to be a chapter we want to be part of 

Conduct at least two charity events per year ï one for self and one for a local   

charity 

Known for great rides 

Leader in motorcycle educational programs 

Recognized in community as the ñgo-to organizationò for motorcycle public safety 

education 

Team that others want to join 

Communicating electronically 
 

Please join us 

for  

VA Chapter Yõs 

Monthly Social 

Gathering:  

 

Sun. June 14th  

5:00 - 7:00 pm  

 
PLEASE NOTE!  

Meeting is one 

week early due 

to Fatherõs Day! La Villa Roma Restaurant 
305 E. Market St. 

Leesburg, VA. 

  June 14th 
Letès remember to 
say åthanks for al-
lowing us to gatheræ 
at  
La Villa Roma by 
patronizing their res-
taurant.  
Our Social Gather-
ings are held once a 
month on the 3rd 
Sunday from 5 to 7 
p.m. 

http://www.lavillaroma.net/
http://www.lavillaroma.net/
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Yes, itôs just óol me again but this time with a 

twist.  But first, how did you all enjoy ñTo MX 

& Install Yourself or Simply Write a Checkò?   
 

This month I have a different thought on my 

mind.   Charity .  Yes, thereôs a song or two 

about Charity, but thatôs not where Iôm going.  

Check out the word Charity from ñMerriam -

Webster Online Dictionaryò, hereôs what it 

says: 

1:  benevolent goodwill toward or love of hu-

manity 2 a:  generosity and helpfulness espe-

cially toward the needy or suffering ; also :  aid 

given to those in need b:  an institution en-

gaged in relief of the poor c:  public provision 

for the relief of the needy 3 a:  a gift for public 

benevolent purposes b:  an institution (as a 

hospital) founded by such a gift 4:  lenient 

judgment of others.  
 

Wow, so many definitions and where to begin.  

Charity comes in many forms.  Perhaps  you 

are riding along a road and see another vehi-

cle/motorcycle in need.  You stop to give some 

kind of comfort, help, directions, fuel, etc.  

What a wonderful thing!  This topic hit me 

when a couple of us decided to complete the 

Redwing 19 Ride .  From the  website  ñWe 

ride in honor of the 11 Navy SEALS and 

8 Army 160th Aviators that were lost in 

Afghanistan June 2005 during OPERA-

TION REDWING.ò  

  

In 2009 over $40,000 was raised for 

scholarships!  
 

Hereôs my point, it was a long ride;  it was a 

hard ride and yes, it poured rain on us! But, as 

in a lot of rides, we got to know each other a 

bit better.  We met new people along the way.  

We saw a lot of Virginia ï albeit very quickly 

at times.  What a ñCharityò ride and thatôs the 

key, it helps someone else ï kids in this case.   
 

Rolling Thunder 2009 came two weeks after 

Redwing 19.  This is a Protest Ride and from 

their website ï ñBringing awareness and 

accountability to the POW (Prisoner Of 

War) MIA (Missing In Action) issue 

and to support our troops.ò  It was again 

a beautiful day to ride.  This ride, for a lot of 

us, was quite meaningful.  Each rider was 

there for all sorts of different reasons.  Some 

had lost a loved one in the military in the past, 

in the present.  Some were riding because they 

themselves had served in the military.  All 

want to ride for a purpose greater than per-

sonal pleasure. 

 

(Continued on page 6) 

  

CHARITY 
By Wil ñChapter Y Educatorò Bell 


