
With  Chapter Y Directors Bill & Susan Rodgers 

GWRRA    Region ñNò   VA District               Chapter ñYò      Blue Ridge Wings 

 

Vol. 3   Issue 3 

                        

EVENTS & RIDES 

March 13 ~ 

Shamrock Run 

March 21 ~ 

Boonesboro Ice 

Cream Ride 

March 21 ~ 

Social Gathering 

March 27 ~         

Maintenance Day 

                

 

     

What an incredible month!  February ended with us attending Chapter 
CΩǎ /ǊŀȊȅ {ǳǇǇŜǊΦ  !ǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-timersτWe can certainly            
attest the name clearly and concisely describes this 
event.  Please note  the picture of Susan enjoying her 
mac & cheese with a toothpick.   This worked for the 
cake too but the mashed potatoes were a challenge. 

The first weekend of March found us at Wingless Weekend in Williamsburg.   Chapter 
¸ ǿŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ мл ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎΦ  hǳǊ ǎƪƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŀōǳƭƻǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 
win but we had a lot of fun re-telling The Wild Thingsτ/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ά¸ L[5έ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ                 
Congrats go to Chapter C for their Fractured Fairy Tale which included fairies.                
(You really had to be there...but pictures are on our web page.) 

Even more exciting in this recent flurry of eventsτ Chapter Y did take the Silver in the 
2009 Chapter of the Year Award.   We won $100 for the chapter and were recognized 
at Wingless for this award.  Thanks to each and everyone of YOU because YOU made 
this possible.  We are willing leaders but you all are the best team any chapter could 
hope for.  Thank YOU and Congratulations!!   

Monday night, the 8th,  6  Y-i-l-Ř ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ±! /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ !Ωǎ /Ƙƛƭƛ Ŏƻƻƪ-off...m-m-m

-m-m good.    Special thanks go to 15 WVAτChapter A members who are plan-
ning to join us at the Shamrock in Thurmont.   This will be our 9th year to make 
this run and the food is always fabulously delicious.   

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ ǊƻŎƪǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǘπ
ǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊΣ ōƻǘƘ мκнΩǎ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ /h¸τWelcome Back from Haiti 
Claire!!  Our Ride Coordinator sent another trip inspiring review and we have a great 
poem by Charlie.   

Spring has arrived and we have rides scheduled!  Please 
take a look at our calendar and 
plan on joining us.   Bill rode his 
Wing to Wingless Weekend and 
really  enjoyed his trip home in 
the 62 degree weather.         
Remember:   Ride safe and 
keep the shiny side up!                           Bill & Susan at the Crazy 
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Chapter Directors:  

Bill & Susan Rodgers  

Bill: GWRRAVAYCD@gmail.com  

Susan: redwingrodgers@gmail.com  

703-729-0829  

     

Assistant Chapter Directors:  

Greg and Mary Youst 

GWRRAVAYACD@gmail.org 

                                                                                                          

Chapter Couple of the Year:  

Bill & Claire Miller  

fltsurg@yahoo.com  

703-318-7979  

    

Chapter Treasurers:  

Tommy & Gayle Wilson  

t17wilson@comcast.net  

540-347-7456  

 

Chapter Educator:  

John Howe  

John Howehoweclan15@msn.com  

703-961-1590  

  

Assistant Chapter Educator:  

Matt Caradonna 

 

Chapter Ride Coordinator:  

Bob Fennell  

Robert.fennell@att.net  

540-338-7764  

Chapter Webmaster:  

Eric Waller  

ericwaller@usn.net  

703-771-1041  

   

Chapter Newsletter Editor:  

Sharon Sisson 

 

   

Chapter Membership Enhancement  Coordinator (MEC):  

Kay Fennelτ540-338-7764  

Susan Rodgers 

redwingrodgers@gmail.com  

 

    

Chapter Data Keeper:  

Bob Sturm  

Rsturm@cox.net  

703-793-9054  

      

Chapter Scheduler:  

Dave Sopsick  

sopsick@gmail.com  

540-338-2522  

 

Motorist Awareness Division 

Wil Bell 

wil@wilbell.com 

Page 2      VA Chapter Y Leaders   
                     Contact Information  

GWRRA Chapter Y CD 

44012 Pandora Ct 

Ashburn, VA 20147 

--Other Important Numbersð 

Shenandoah Honda  

2098 Berryville Pike 

Winchester VA 22602 

Phone: 540.678.8500  

Fax: 540.678.0874 

Toll Free Phone: 800.276.2036 

Loudoun MotorSports & Power 

Equipment  

212 Catoctin Circle SE Lees-

burg VA 20175  

Phone: (703) 777 -1652 Fax: 

(703) 777-1925 

http://www.shenandoahhonda.com
http://www.shenandoahhonda.com
http://www.shenandoahhonda.com
http://www.shenandoahhonda.com
http://www.shenandoahhonda.com
http://www.shenandoahhonda.com
http://www.loudounmotorsports.com/
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  H I GHWAYS &  BYWAYS  

/ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ¸Ωǎ ±ƛǎƛƻƴ 
To provide the best motorcycle riding and Gold Wing and Valkyrie ownership experiences for friends having 

fun, riding safely, and pursuing motorcycling knowledge through a vigorous team riding schedule on great 

rides; through local access to top-notch education programs; through pride in our organization, socializing 

among members, and networking in the community; and through understanding and mutual respect. 

  

Chapter 5-year Strategic Plan 
¶ Continue to be a chapter we want to be part of 

¶  Conduct at least two charity events per year ς one for self and one for a local charity 

¶  Known for great rides 

¶  Leader in motorcycle educational programs 

¶  wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƎƻ-ǘƻ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴέ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǘƻǊŎȅŎƭŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ  

 education 

¶  Team that others want to join 

¶  Communicating electronically 

   

THE BLUE RIDGE WINGS ARE FRIENDS FOR FUN, SAFETY,  

KNOWLEDGE, AND GREAT RIDES! 

[ŜǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ 

άǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳέ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǎ 

to gather at La Villa Roma by   

patronizing their restaurant. 

Our Social Gatherings are 

held once a month on the 

3rd Sunday from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Our next regular     

Chapter Gathering will 

be held on Sunday             

March 21, 2010!  

5:00 -  7:00 pm  

http://www.lavillaroma.net/
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Group Riding  
 and               
Spacing         

    
By John Howe, Chapter Educator 
                            VA-Y 
 

Riding season is definitely coming and there are some exciting rides coming up.  We all want to get out and 
enjoy being outdoors with others. Our chapter does several group rides 
that place us in traffic  To keep these group rides safe we must talk about 
spacing between bikes. GWRRA and most other organizations recom-
mend a staggered formation (one bike in the left track, one bike in the 
right track, one bike in the left track, and so on) and keeping a minimum 
two seconds between you and the bike directly in front of you in the same 
track and one second behind the bike that is offset in front of you in the 
other track).  Each of us needs to evaluate whether the recommended 
spacing is proper for the conditions you are currently riding or whether 
they can be shortened or whether they need to be increased.   
 
Spacing should be variable based on many conditions.  However, it is my 
belief that while spacing should be variable; it should not be continuously 
ǾŀǊƛŀōƭŜΦ .ȅ ǘƘŀǘ L ƳŜŀƴΣ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǎƘƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 
at the one to two second interval and then in the next few minutes be 5-
10 seconds back and then rush to be at the one to two second interval. If 
you are varying your following distance in a group, consider what this 
causes. First, the person you are following never really knows where to 
expect you.  One minute you are right behind and then you have disap-
peared in the distance and the next you are on his tail again. This can be 
very disconcerting to the person in front.  Second, the people following 
you are always playing catch-up as you drop back then speed up to close 
the gap. In fact the people behind you probably feel like a yoyo.  
 
 ¢ƘŜ άƎǊƻǳǇέ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǊǳōōŜǊ ōŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜƭȅ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎǘǊŜǘŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜƭŀȄŜŘΦ  
This leads to separation of the group due to traffic moving into the void space caused by dropping too far 
ōŀŎƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǿŜ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ άǊƛŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǊƛŘŜέ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ōƭƛƴŘƭȅ Ŧƻƭπ
ƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ ōƛƪŜ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƻ ōŜ Ŏŀǎǳŀƭ ƛƴ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ  /ƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ Ŏŀǎπ
ual riding style is reducing the enjoyment and safety of those you are riding with. 
 
Next group ride is the Chapter Y Annual Shamrock Ride on 13 Mar and more are scheduled! 
  

                                            RIDE SAFE and RIDE OFTEN     John 


